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—Heber's First Century 


~ 


-ber City, as an incorpo- 
rated City, will be 100 years old 
this Saturday, March 4, but its 
first permanent LDS settlers be- 
gan to build in 1859. -The fol- 
lowing history of the City is 
condensed from How Beautiful 
Upon The Mountains, compiled 
and edited by Wm. James Mor- 
timer and published by the 
Wasatch County Chapter of The 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers. 

. Fathers Francisco Antanasio 
` Dominguez and Silvestre Velez 
de Escalante, Franciscan Friars, 
traveled through what is now the 
Heber Valley in 1776, followed 
by hunters and trappers searching 
for beaver and mink. 
But no one stayed until 11 
men left their families in Provo, 


in June of 1859, traveled up the . 


new Provo Canyon Road, and 
joined seven other men who had 
moved to the Heber Valley from 
Salt Lake City two years before. 
At that time, the Valley was 
called the Provo Valley. The 


group constructed log -homes, 


forming Fort Heber, and planted 
their first crops before their 
families joined them. Most had 
emigrated from England. 

That first settlement was laid 


out between what is now First 


and Fourth West Streets, and 
json North and Fifth North, 

eber City.',18 families 

d into the fort and spent the 
first winter in. what was to be 
named Heber City, after LDS 
President Heber C. Kimball in 
1862. 

Successful crops lured others 
into the Valley until there were 
more than 200 people by June 
1860. 


Although early frosts shrank 
the wheat somewhat, it was still 
suitable for flour, The first 
threshing machine was brought 
into the Valley during the har- 
vest season of 1860. 


During summer 1860 a 
cooperative sheep herd was 
organized so that nearly everyone 
could have a few sheep. They 
spun and weaved the wool into a 
cloth called "jean." 

People continued to move 
into the Valley and build their 
homes, using red sandstone, 


rather than logs, because it was ` 


so abundant in the area. They 
hauled coal for their stoves from 
‘Coalville 40 miles away. And in 
1866 nearly all the people 
moved from surrounding set- 
tlements to band together in 
Heber to protect themselves 
against Indians. 


The Indians, led by Chief 

Black Hawk, were bitter because 

oinl).S. Congress forced them 

reservation in eastern 

atch County in 1864, They 
began raiding the white settlers 


Church 
orrei isde? A Ferter lap- e gras 


in 1866 and some of the settlers 
retaliated by killing some Indi- 
ans. Thus, a war began in 
eamest. 

The first act of the Wasatch 
Milita, organized in 1866, was 
to try to make peace. A com- 
pany of 24 men took three 
wagon loads of supplies and one 
hundred head of beef to the 
-Teservation as a peace offering to 
end the war. For 12 days they 
were threatened by Chief Tabby, 
who had been convinced the In- 
dians had been wronged, al- 
though he had always previously 
been friendly. Finally Chief 
Tabby quieted the Indians and 
sent the militia home. 

Then one of the settlers, 
Bishop Joseph S. Murdock; 
married an Indian girl he had 
reared and gained favor with the 
Indians. He used his influence to 
get them to stop thcir raids and 
invited Chief Tabby and some 
lesser chiefs to a feast in 1867. 
He sent them away with gifts, 
and the raids decreased until 
Statewide peace was achieved in 
1868. 7 


Mormons continued to move 
into the Valley, and in 1877, an 
LDS Stake was organized. The 
Wasatch County Stake House, 
today’s Heber City Municjpal 
building, was dedicated May 5; 
1889. Construction took two 
years, and it was built entirely 
with donated labor and materials, 
totalling more than $30,000. 

The dedication announcement- 
in The Wasatch Wave cautioned 
conference visitors to “clean 
their feet before entering the 
building and leave their knives 
and pencils and tobacco at 


home.” The Wave later reported . - 


1,300 attended the event and that 
200 more could have been com- 
fortably seated. 


During church meetings in 
the building, the single men sat 
on the south side of the audito- 
rium and the single women on 
the north. Ladies with babies sat 
around the stoves in the four 
comers and mixed couples sat in 
the center. 


A combination church house, 
dance hall and theater was built 
on the corner of Third North and 
Second West in 1860. The 
building also became the Val- 
ley’s first school building. In 
addition, one-room schools were 
set up around Wasatch County, 
then consolidated into graded 
schools. The Heber Central 
School, stil! standing, was built 
in’ 1890's — a two-story rock 
structure with eight classrooms. 

Protestants also established 
schools in Heber City beginning 
around 1883. The first, set up by 
a oo of the Congregational 


and Know, as the New, 


het an 


mea, 


West School, was located on the 
corner of First North and Second 
East. The Methodists opened a 
church and school on the corner 
of Center Street and First West, 
which later became an LDS 
Church House, and is now the 
mecting place for local 
Catholics. 


The first public high school, 
"Sleepy Hollow,” was started 
during. the first decade of the 
century. About 20 students at- 
tended classes in the upper story 
of the building occupied by an 
undertaker, 

The first high school building 
was begun in 1912 on Main 
Sueet, then torn down about ten 
years ago to make room for the 
present Heber City Park. | 

Heber City's commerce grew 
litle by litte. Purebred cattle 
and horses were sold throughout 
the country; dairy and farm pro- 
duction grew; rich mineral de- 
posits, particularly silver and 
gold, attracted nationwide min- 
ing interests. About 60 percent 
of the employees of Park Utah 
Mine, at Keetley, came from 
Wasatch County. 


People developed their sheep 
herds, and at the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury, there were more sheep 
shipped out of ‘th Hi Valley by rail 
than from any other point in the 
United States. 

- When the U.S. government 
began to carry mail by stage- 
coach from St. Joseph, MO to 
Sacramento, CA, Salt Lake City 
became a hub in the operation. 
Branch lines were extended to 
towns and mining camps in 
nearby states and horses had to 
be changed every ten or twelve 
miles. Stations were set up to 
keep supplies of hay and grain 
on hand, and a contract to supply 
oats was awarded to John Witt, 
of Heber City, in 1862. 


` That contract had a profound 
effect on Heber businesses be- 
cause it brought considerable 
money into the Valley. The old 
system of exchanging goods and 
bartering began to be replaced 
and new businesses were formed. 
The first major livery stable 
was built in 1892 by A. M. and 
J. S. Murdock, who also oper- 
ated a stage line between Heber 
and Park City. The Murdock 
brothers sold their interests to 
Laban Hylton, who brought the 
first automobiles into Heber 
City to sell on Main Sucet un- 
der the name Pikes Peak Garage. 
The Provo Canyon branch of 
the Rio Grande Western Rail- 
road, connecting Heber City 
with Provo, was completed on 
Sept. 29, 1899. Two trains ar- 
rived and departed from the Heber 
station each day, and enabled 
Heber residents 19 ship their 


inw ae 


-Aeara ae Y, 


livestock and farm commodities 
to outside markets. 


The first airplane landed in 


Heber City in 1921, on the - 
James W. Clyde farm at Sixth _ 


South and Main, not far from 
today's airport. It was the first 
plane many residents had seen 
and schools were dismissed the 
following day so students could 
watch it take off. 


U.S. Highway 40 through ` 


Heber City brought tourists and 
provided a good business for ho- 
tels. The first, known as the 
McMullin House, was built in 
the early 1870's on the comer of 


- Main Street and First North. It 


contained sleeping quarters and a 
kitchen downstairs for the Henry 
McMullins family, and two 
rooms upstairs for rent. In 1875, 
they replaced it with a brick 
building with seven hote! rooms 
available, 

The Duncan House, Heber's 
main hotel for many years, 
opened for business at 190 North 
Main Street, in 1885, offering 
eight bedrooms for rent. Seven 
more were added by new owners 
in 1905. The building was sub- 
sequently torn down and re- 
placed. 

Several attempts at retailing 
by early settlers failed, until in 
December 1867, Abram Hatch, 
tried his hand, A. Hatch and 
Company was built at Main and 
Center Streets in 1882 and be- 
came the first permanent, suc- 
cessful business firm because of 
the cash circulating from John 
Witt's oat contract with the 


Stagecoach line. The business ` 


later became know as the Heber 
City Exchange. 

Hatch's chief competitor was 
Mark Jeffs, who opened a store 
in a log cabin on Main Street, 
selling merchandise transported 
from Salt Lake City. He mea- 
sured calico on a bed and 


- wrapped it on a chair. He ex- 


panded his business into a 
building one block west of Main 


_ Sweet on Fourth North, 


Other businesses were added 
on Main Street until it became a 
prosperous business section 
known as "Hatch's Row." Meat 
markets, lumber yards, bakeries, 


` millinery and dress shops, shoe 
. shops, an icc business, grocery 


stores, barber shops, drug stores, 
a tannery, a photography studio, 
and an undertaker, came to Heber 
City. To meet a growing de- 
mand, the Bank of Heber City 
opencd in 1904. 


And The Wasatch Wave 


newspaper was first published 
March 23, 1889 in the north 


room of the courthouse by | 


William H. Buys, owner, editor 
and manager. The present pub- 
lisher of The Wave, Richard 


Buys, is a nephew of William 
Buys. : 
The first independent tele- 
phone company in Heber was sct 
up by Charles Alexander and his 
wife, Lavisa, who was also the 
first operator. They began 
servicing 12 telephones from 
their home in October ,1900. By 
1907 there were 177 subscribers 
and the telephone exchange was 
moved to the second floor of the 
bank building, on the corner 
south of today's Wasatch County 
Courthouse. 

The first organizational 
meeting to form the Wasatch 
Chamber of Commerce took 
place in Heber City on March 
17, 1952. The charter members 
declared their. objective, "To 
promise and foster our scenic at- 
tractions, natural resources, new 
and existing industries, and any 
other endeavor toward promoting 
a better Wasatch County. "The 
slogan they chose was ."Heber 
Valley — Paradise of The 
Rockies.” 

At one point in the 70's, the 
Chamber became totally inac- 
tive, then was reorganized as a 
businessman's association and 
Operates today as The Heber 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. 
It's objectives remain the same 
as in 1952, 

A bond election for $32,000 
to build the first Heber Light and 
Power Plant was approved in 
1908. The total cost of 
construction was $66,789 and by 
the fall of 1909, Heber, Midway 
and Charleston residents were 
enjoying electrical power. An. 
additional hydroelectric plant, 
still in use, was completed in 
1949 on Snake Creek, for 
$161,387, 

The Heber Amusement Hall, 
known as The Turner Opera 
House, which included a white 
maple dance floor, was built be- 
tween Second and Third North | 
on Main Street in 1897. Travel- . 
ing companies were booked at 
the theater and people in the au- 
dience shared boxes of chocolates 
during the performances. 

The Opera House was later 
sold by the ‘Turner family, used 
for bowling, skating, a garage, 
and finally destroyed by fire. 

The face of Heber City has 
changed. Main Street, in 
particular, docs not have the ap- 
pearance of prosperity today. 
However, many of the old 
buildings that housed the origi- 
nal and successful businesses in 
this thriving town still stand. 
They are reminders of Heber's 
first entrepreneurs, and that they 
succeeded because of optimism, 


_hard work, and a break when the 


early U.S. Postal Service 
brought the first new dollars into 


town. 
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in 1866 and some of the settlers 
retaliated by killing some Indi- 
ans. Thus, a war began in 
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The first act of the Wasatch 
Milita, organized in 1866, was 


_to try to make peace. A com- - 
pany of 24 men took three . 


wagon loads of supplies and one 
hundred head of beef to the 


` reservation as a peace offering to 


end the war. For 12 days they 
were threatened by Chief Tabby, 
who had been convinced the In- 
dians had been wronged, al- 
though he had always previously 
been friendly. Finally Chief 
Tabby quicted the Indians and 
sent the militia home. 

Then one of the settlcrs, 
Bishop Joseph S. Murdock; 
married an Indian girl he had 
reared and gained favor with the 
Indians. He used his influence to 
get them to stop their raids and 
invited Chief Tabby and some 
lesser chiefs to a feast in 1867. 
He sent them away with gifts, 
and the raids decreased until 
statewide peace was achieved in 
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Mormons continued to move 
into the Valley, and in 1877, an 
LDS Stake was organized. The 
Wasatch County Stake House, 


today's Heber City, Municjpal 


building, was dedicated May 5; 


1889. Construction took two ° 


years, and it was built entirely 
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The dedication announcement- 
in The Wasatch Wave cautioned 
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building and leave their knives 
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200 more could have been com- 
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in’ 1890's — a two-story rock 
structure with eight classrooms. 

. Protestants also established 
schools in Heber City beginning 
around 1883. The first, set up by 
a sad of the Congregational 

and know as jhe New, 


‘gr. bine EIEEE 
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tended classes in the upper story 
of the building occupied by an 
undertaker, 

The first high school building 
was begun in 1912 on Main 
Street, then tom down about ten 
years ago to make room for the 
present Heber City Park. 

Heber City's commerce grew 
little by little. Purebred cattle 
and horses were sold throughout 
the country; dairy and farm pro- 
duction grew; rich mineral de- 
posits, particularly silver and 
gold, attracted nationwide min- 
ing interests. About 60 percent 
of the employees of Park Utah 
Mine, at Keetley, came from 
Wasatch County. 

People developed their sheep 
herds, and at the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury, there were more sheep 
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The first airplane landed in 
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then consolidated into graded 
schools. The Heber Central 
School, still standing, was built 
in’ 1890's — a two-story rock 
structure with eight classrooms. 

- Protestants also established 
schools in Heber City beginning 
around 1883. The first, set up by 


a sari of the Congregational 


and know as {he New, 


tre t Mee 


West School, was located on the 
corner of First North and Second 
East. The Methodists opened a 
church and school on the corner 
of Center Street and First West, 
which later became an LDS 
Church House, and is now the 
meeting place for local 
Catholics, 


The first public high school, 


_ "Sleepy Hollow," was started 


during. the first decade of the 


century. About 20 students at- - 


tended classes in the upper story 
of the building occupied by an 
undertaker. 

The first high school building 
was begun in 1912 on Main 
Street, then torn down about ten 
years ago to make room for the 
present Heber City Park. | 

Heber City's commerce grew 
little by little. Purebred cattle 
and horses were sold throughout 
the country; dairy and farm pro- 
duction grew; rich mineral de- 
posits, particularly silver and 
gold, attracted nationwide min- 
ing interests. About 60 percent 
of the employees of Park Utah 
Mine, at Keetley, came from 
Wasatch County. 

People developed their sheep 
herds, and at the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury, there were more sheep 
shipped out of ‘the Valley by rail 
than from any other point in the 
‘United States, 

- When the U.S. government 
began to carry mail by stage- 
coach from St. Joseph, MO to 
Sacramento, CA, Salt Lake City 
became a hub in the operation. 
Branch lines were extended to 
towns and mining camps in 
nearby states and horses had to 


.be changed every ten or twelve 


miles. Stations were set up to 
keep supplies of hay and grain 
on hand, and a contract to supply 
oats was awarded to John Witt, 
of Heber City, in 1862. 


- That contract had a profound 
effect on Heber businesses be- 
cause it brought considerable 
money into the Valley. The old 
system of exchanging goods and 
bartering began to be replaced 
and new businesses were formed. 

The first major livery stable 
was built in 1892 by A. M. and 
J. S. Murdock, who also oper- 
ated a stage line between Heber 
and Park City. The Murdock 
brothers sold their interests to 
Laban Hylton, who brought the 
first automobiles into Heber 
City to sell on Main Street un- 
der the name Pikes Peak Garage. 

The Provo Canyon branch of 
the Rio Grande Western Rail- 
road, connecting Heber City 
with Provo, was completed on 
Sept. 29, 1899. Two trains ar- 


_ Tived and departed from the Heber 
‘station each day, and enabled 


Heber residents to ship their 


wiebians & eu sane 


livestock and farm commodities 
to outside markets. 


The first airplane landed in 


Heber City in 1921, on the - 


James W. Clyde farm at Sixth 
South and Main, not far from 
today's airport. It was the first 
plane. many residents had seen 
and schools were dismissed the 
following day so students could 
watch it take off. 

U.S. Highway 40 through 
Heber City brought tourists and 
provided a good business for ho- 
tels. The first, known as the 
McMullin House, was built in 
the early 1870's on the corner of 
Main Street and First North. It 
contained sleeping quarters and a 
kitchen downstairs for the Henry 
McMullins family, and two 
rooms upstairs for rent. In 1875, 
they replaced it with a brick 
building with seven hotel rooms 
available. 

The Duncan House, Heber's 
main hotel for many years, 
opened for business at 190 North 
Main Street, in 1885, offering 
eight bedrooms for rent. Seven 
more were added by new owners 
in 1905. The building was sub- 
sequently torn down and re- 
placed. 

Several attempts at retailing 
by early settlers failed, until in 
December 1867, Abram Hatch, 
tried his hand, A. Hatch and 
Company was built at Main and 
Center Streets in 1882 and be- 
came the first permanent, suc- 
cessful business firm because of 
the cash circulating from John 
Witt's oat contract with the 
stagecoach line. The business 
later became know as the Heber 
City Exchange. 

Hatch's chief competitor was 


~ Mark Jeffs, who opened a store 


‘ 


in a log cabin on Main Street, 
selling merchandise transported 
from Salt Lake City. He mea- 
sured calico on a bed and 
wrapped it on a chair. He ex- 
panded his business into a 
building one block west of Main 
Street on Fourth North. | 

Other businesses were added 
on Main Street until it became a 
prosperous business section 
known as "Hatch’s Row." Meat 
markets, lumber yards, bakeries, 


` millinery and dress shops, shoe 


shops, an ice business, grocery 
Stores, barber shops, drug stores, 
a tannery, a photography studio, 
and an undertaker, came to Heber 
City. To meet a growing de- 
mand, the Bank of Heber City 
opencd in 1904, 


And The Wasatch Wave 
newspaper was first published 
March 23, 1889 in the north 


room of the courthouse by | 


William H. Buys, owner, editor 


- and manager. The present pub- 


-lisher of The Wave, Richard 


_ up by Charles Alexp 


` $161,387. 


Buys, is a nephe 
Buys. 

The first indeci 
phone company in 


wife, Lavisa, who lw 
first operator. 


The first org 
meeting to form | . 


promise and foster d 
tractions, natural reg 


other endeavor towa 
.a better Wasatch C 
slogan they chose 
Valley — Paradis. 
Rockies." 

At one point in ¢ 
Chamber became tò 
live, then was reorg 
businessman's asso 
operates today as 
Valley Chamber of 
It's objectives remaj 
as in 1952. 

A bond election 
to build the first Hebd 
Power Plant was a 
1908. The total 
construction was $66 
the fall of 1909, Heb 
and Charleston resi 
enjoying electrical 
additional hydroeleq 
still in use, was co 
1949 on Snake (C 


The Heber Amuse 
known as The Tur 
House, which includ 
maple dance floor, wi 
tween Second and T 
on Main Street in 184 
ing companies were 
the theater and people 
dience shared boxes of 
during the performance 

The Opera House 
sold by the ‘Turner fa 
for bowling, skating, 
and finally destroyed b 

The face of Hebe: 
changed. Main S 
particular, docs not hz 
pearance of prosper 
However, many of 
buildings that housed 
nal and successful bu: 
this thriving town s 
They are reminders í 
first entrepreneurs, an: 
succeeded because of 


_hard work, and a breal 


early U.S. Postal 
brought the first new c 


town. 
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1889 - 1989 


You, your friends, and your relatives are invited to attend all the special activities 
that are planned for this Centennial Year! 
Exact dates and times will be advertised. 
Other celebrations may be developed by organizations or families to help 
celebrate the year and bring people home to Heber throughout the coming year. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Heber City offices. 


January: Statehood celebration ‘ June 2-4: Heber City's 2nd annual/Centennial 
Heber City Centennial Banquet. Indian Pow Wow 

February: Government in Action - Invitation to Youth July 22-24: Pioneer Centennial BBQ/Promenade 

March 4: Birthday Party at Heber City Municipal Bldg. August: Wasatch Co./Centennial Fair 


12 Noon - 3 P.M., Cake/Punch served. Tour held. 
September: Midway's Swiss Days 


April (March 29): A concert of Choirs 
WHS Auditorium ° Plant a Heritage October: Harvest Dances 


May 5: Dedication of Heber City Municipal Building November 23: Home for Thanksgiving 


May 6: Historical Homes Tour and Program December 25: Home for Christmas/New Year's 


